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Goal: To provide
grandparents with
information about
Florida’s legal
system as it relates to
grandparents raising
grandchildren.

Grandparents face many responsibilities in
their new role. If you become a long-term
care provider, you will be affected by the legal
system. You can be an advocate for you
grandchild’s rights by knowing about the
system and where to go for help.

Florida has one of the highest numbers of
grandchildren living in grandparent
households. In the past, there were few rights
given to relative caregivers. Now, these rights
are improving. For example, Florida has
approved a program that pays relatives to care

for dependent children called the Relative
Caregiver Program. (See Navigating the
System Part 1.)

Your legal rights will be determined by how
much responsibility you accept for your
grandchild. By knowing your legal rights,
you will have more control over what
happens to him*. Before you make a
decision concerning your grandchild, always
remember to ask yourself, “What will happen
if .77

Custody Options

In caring for
grandchildren,
grandparents have several
custody options. To decide
which options match your
needs, you must become
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familiar with legal terms. Courts classify
families in two ways:
families with dependent children
families without dependent children

A family with a dependent child receives on-
going supervision by a case worker from the
Department of Children and Families (DCF).
A child can become dependent on the State if
a child has been abused, neglected, or
abandoned by a parent. Dependent children
are also called adjudicated dependent.
Families without dependent children do not
receive on-going supervision by DCF. What
category does your family belong to?

(fill in the blank)

The custody options available for families
without dependent children are not the same
as those with dependent children. On pages 3
and 4 you will find two charts that describe
these custody options. The first chart outlines
options for families with DCF involvement.
The second chart outlines custody options for
families without DCF involvement.

After reading the custody options on pages 3
and 4, review the following situations and
decide which custody option would be best for
a grandparent.

Situation

1. After taking care of her grandchild for over
three years, Mrs. Johnson wants to secure
the most permanent custody for her
grandchild. What is her best option?

(fill in the blank)

2. Mrs. Simmons’ grandchildren just moved
in with her due to parental drug abuse.
She is uncertain that her daughter
will be willing to follow her case plan to
get her children back. What option does
Mrs. Simmons have?

(fill in the blank)

3. Mr. and Mrs. Garcia agree to take care of
their grandchildren while their parents re-
establish themselves in a new location.
What is the best custody option?

(fill in the blank)

4. Mrs. Smith has been caring for her
grandchildren for over six months.
During that time, the family has been
supervised by a DCF caseworker. Mrs.
Smith wants to seek a more secure and
permanent arrangement because her
daughter is not following her case plan.
What options are open to Mrs. Smith?

(fill in the blank)
see page 5 for answers




pojeuluLad)
u9aq aaey spybu s juaied .
Py
9y} 1o} Apojsnd juauewlad
‘a4n29s Jsow 3ayj aAey o}
paulwialap si Juasedpuelb «

sjybu 119y aso| syuaued .

PIIY2 J4aA0 Ajuoyjne |je sey juasedpuelb «

sjybu jeyuased
pajeujwd) sey Jnod
10O Sjuasuo9 jualed
uaym uaddey ues .
Apojsno
|ebaj Juauewuad jsow «

uondopy

suois|oap

ayew 0} Ajuoyjne sjuem

pue JusWIWWOod Wid}
-Buo| salisap juatedpuelbd .

pajeuiw.a) aq o0}
aAey jou op sjybu [ejuaied «

PIIYo 18A0 Ajuoyjne |je sey jualedpuelb .

sdiysuoijejau
juauewad pue aindas
jsow 3y} Jo auo si
siy} ‘uonjdope 0} }xau «
diysueipienb
S9AOWAI JNOI 10 8| SI
PIY2 [13un jusauew.ad «
(sbuibuojaq
[euajyew) Auadoud
pue uosiad :sadA} om) «
Apojsno jo wuioj [eba) «

diysueipiens

JJun aq o3 Juased Buiroad
Aq Apoysnad uayjbuains

0} BuiAsy Jou si Juasedpueub .
juswaalibe ul

aJe juased pue Juaiedpueib .

|eb9| si )1 asnesaq

Apojsno siy} 9y0Aal ued

31n09 3y} Ajuo ‘Apojsna siyj
9jeulw.a) Jouued sjualed «

plyopueub 10} ayew ued Juasedpuesd
SUOISI29p 9y} Saulw.ad)ap J1ap1o Apoisno «

JJun aq o) sanoud juaued ay} i

11no2 Aouapuadap 0} ased ay} Buirow Aq
Kpoisna siy} uayjbuauys ued jJuasedpuesbd .

8l s plyo

1un Aqissod ‘awny
30 Y3Bua| oiy10ads e 1o} «
Apoisna jo wuioy [eb3] «

Apoysny
Kiesodwa)

juswaalibe ui
aJe jJuasedpuelb pue juaied .

sybu

|ebaj aAey [j13s sjualed «
awn Aue je

)oeq pliys aye} ues sjuaied .

1 pajueab oym juaied ayj Aq awiy Aue
je Aeme uaye)} aq ues Aauiojpe jo samod .
pauayjbuauiys
s1 Apojsnd s jualtedpueub ‘yuased
woJj Aauloye jo Jamod ajgeinp yjim .
PI1Yd 10} suois|oap juepodwi
ayew o} Jybu jeba| ou sey juaitedpuelb .

Apojysno
|eba] paisapisuo jou «
UoWWOd JSoW «

Apoysny jeosisAyd
/lewoju]

** J1 9210Y9 }sag

sjybu s juaied

sjybu s juaiedpuels

uonduosaqg

JUBWAA|OAU] (49Q) saljiweq pue ualpjiys jo Jusawiiedaq jnoyiis suondo Apoysnd

¢ abed

sonss| |ebaT - Z ued waisAg ay) bunebineN




pajeuiw.ia)
uaaq aAey sjybu s juaied .
PIIYy2
ay} Jo}y Apojysna juaueuniad
‘aln23s jsow ayj} aney o}

sjybu

|ejualed pajeuiwaa)

sey Hunoo Jo jualed jo
juasuod uodn sIn220 «

Apojysno

0} sjuasuod juaied .

Apojsna ujebaa ued syualed .

Jan0 fjuoyine |ny sey jualtedpueub «

9 Jaye pajueub uondo .

paulw.dlap si Juasedpuesb . sybu 119y} aso| sjuaied . PIIY9 Jan0 Ajoyine |je sey juasedpuesb . |jebaj Juauewsad 3sow « uondopy
Kpojsno
leba] Atesodway
10 Juswaoe|d
ueyj juswabuee
s1No9 Aq pajonaysul se ueid PI1IY2 3y} 1oy} 3saq Si juaueunad

9sed MoJ|0j Jou saop Jualed . | (s)uased ayj yum Buial - pue aIn23s aIoW «

pajeuluLid) pabueys sey Apojsnd Kpojsno
udaq aAey sjybi s juaied . 9S0| 0} Way} pasned leba) Aresodwa}
Apojsno |eba| wuay jeyj uopenys ayj - yum uoisiatzadns

-Buoj Buiaey juaiedpueib :Jey) anoud ues Aayy j plyospueib 490a Jo syjuow Apoysny

|eba1 wua]-buo

ue|d aseo palinbai
ysm ybnoayy moj|oy [j1m
juaied ji uiepdoun ase noA .

¥oeq pliyo 396 o} ueid
9SED UO }IOM ued juaied «
sjybu1 uoneyisia sey juaded .

uoisialadns 49@
Jewiuiw YyHm pjiyopuelb jnoge suoisioap
juepodwi ayew ued juasedpueub .

uoisintzadns Bulobuo
sajepuew 49( »

Apojsno jebaj patapio
1Nno9 sey juaiedpueub .

Apoysny
jebo Aresodwa )

yoeq pjiy 39b o3 ued ases
ay} Buimoj|o} 0} papiwwiod
si pue paey Bunpjiom

s| Juased aAaljaq noA «

13)lomased
490a Aq sao1n19s papaau
ypm papinold si juaied .
)oeq pliyo 3ab oy uejd ased
uo jJom ued jualed .

Jaiomased 49 Aq sadinias
papaau yym papiaoad si juaisedpueub .
pliyopuelib jnoge suoisioap
Kep-03-Aep ayew ued jJuasedpuelb .

fAuoyine
Buisintadns sey 49Q »

uoisiaiadns Bujobuo
sajepuew 49Q »

Kpojsno jeaisAyd
sey juasedpuesb .

juswaoe|d
paJapiQ Mnoo

=+ J1 9910Y9 }s0g

sjybu s juaied

sjybu s juasedpuels

uonduasag

JuawaAjoAu] (10Q@) saljiwed pue ualpjiy) jo yuswipedaq yim suondo Apoisno

¢ abed

sonss| |ebaT - Z ued waisAg ay) bunebineN




Navigating the System Part 2 - Legal Issues

Page 5

Where to Find Help About Legal Issues

If you need additional information about
legal matters, contact the following services.

e Lawyer Referral Service - This is a
public service of the Florida Bar
Association. By calling 1-800-342-8060,
you will be referred to a lawyer. The
lawyer will provide an initial 30 minute
consultation for free or a small fee.

e Attorney - Look in the yellow pages for
an one who specializes in family law.

e Department of Children and Families -
If you call 1-800-342-8025, you can find
out about the services available in your
community.

e Family Mediation - The number for your
area is found in the blue pages
(government pages) of your phone book.
Look under Court Administrator’s office.

e Department of Social Services - The
number for your area is found in the blue
pages of your phone book under Social
Services.

Links to More Information

e www.grandparentagain.com

& WwWw.aarp.org

o www.flabar.org

Answers to page 2:

adoption

temporary legal custody
physical custody
long-term legal custody

el

*This publication uses “he”, “his”, or “him” to
represent children of both genders
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